Dixon's ponds will witness a revival for youth
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East Peoria, Ill. -

Some adults who got to experience fishing at Dixon's ponds when they were young are now trying to bring this experience back for the youth of today. 

A core group of about 12 people meet once a week to talk about ideas and plan for a program called Hooked on Fishing. 

Hooked on Fishing was the brainstorm of Steve Jackson and Michael O'Reilly, co-owners of Prairie Home Alliance.

Nate Herman of Herman's Pond Management is also involved.

Jim Dixon, who owns Dixon's Seafood Shoppe, said he has a five-year lease agreement with O'Reilly's business, Timber Creek Land Co.


Many youth today never got to experience fishing at Dixon's like he did when he was young, Hampton said. In fact, he said a lot of kids who live in the river city never had the experience of fishing at all. It was not until he was an adult that Hampton said he learned to fish properly.

Dixon said he is the fourth generation in his family to operate the family business, which has been in existence for more than 100 years. Dixon's father, Don, established the fishing ponds.
The current property in East Peoria has been in existence since the early '30s, Dixon said. The ponds, which were used to store fish from the river, were built with horse- or mule-drawn plows, Dixon added.

"During the Depression, people started driving by and renting cane poles and wanted to catch fish for dinner. It was the first fishing fee place in the country," Dixon said.

The fishing ponds closed to the public in 1992. 

One of the reasons Dixon said he agreed to lease the ponds is because the Hooked on Fishing group is "going to do a lot of monetary stuff on their end."

While Dixon said he thinks it is a wonderful idea to open the ponds for youth and possibly senior citizens, he seemed relieved someone else will do the maintenance. 

"There's more to fishing lakes than people think. We've had calls from people wanting us to open them up. There's more work to it. It's neverending maintenance to the property. We just had the flood here, and we've got railroad ties everywhere that need to be picked up. These people understand property. These people have the facilities and the background to do this project correctly," Dixon said.

The mission statement of Hooked on Fishing on the Web sitewww.hookedonfishingpark.org is "to teach the sport and joy of fishing to local children, senior citizens and special needs groups by providing the equipment, place and education free of charge."

The group's goal is to get volunteers onboard to help. Hampton said he is talking to local agencies in Peoria and it is the thought they will pick up volunteers along the way.

Volunteers are needed to do a variety of things from maintenance to improvements, such and landscaping; education, fundraising and promotions. For a complete list, look on the Web site. All volunteers will receive a background check.

The catch-and-release program will last about three hours and consist of classroom education and hands-on experience. In addition to fishing, children will learn about the environment and how to care for it. The program will run May 1 through Oct. 1.


"When we start bringing the kids down, it's going to be fun for everybody and we want to get some good, quality volunteers," Hampton said. "I think it's going to be good for kids to get out of the classroom in a different setting and learn about the environment."

Teachers have been receptive to the idea of a field trip educational experience, Hampton said.
"These kids are all going to get the thrill of seeing that bobber go down and the line go tight and catching a fish for the first time," he said.


For more information, contact Dustin at 219-3560, or hookedonfishingpark@gmail.com
